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Die Mercurii, 31 Januarii, 1776. 


ORDERE D, by the Lords Spiritual and Temporal in 
Parliament aſſembled, that the Thanks of this Houſe be, and 
are hereby, given to the Lord Biſhop of ST. DAvip's, for the 
Sermon by him preached before this Houſe Yeſterday, in the 
Abbey Church Weftminfler.—And he is hereby deſired to cauſe 
the ſame to be forthwith printed and publiſhed. 


ASHLEY COWPER, 


Cles, Parliamentor. 


„ mercies are great; 


MATTHEW, CHAP. V VER. 9. 


Bleſſed are the Peace- Makers, for they fhall be called the 
Children of God. 


ITE ſword of war unſheathed by the permiſſion of 

| Divine Providence is a calamity as grievous as any 
of thoſe with which an offended Deity has exerciſed a 
ſinful people. On an occaſion recorded in facred ſtory, 


it being propoſed to the ſovereign of Judah (who, 
forgetful of the aid of heaven, had arrogantly numbered 


his ſubje&s as his principal reſource in danger,) to chuſe 


between the three ſore evils threatned as the puniſhment 
of his impiety, “ Famine, War, or Peſtilence,“ he pre- 
ferred «<< falling into the hands of the Lord, becauſe his 
” and, with the emphaſis of ſad expe- 
rience, ſtrongly deprecated being delivered “ into the 
„ hands of man.” 
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This determination of the Royal Pſalmiſt has received re- 
peated evidence of its wiſdom, from the fatal effects with 
which this unnatural ſtate has been attended in every age and 
nation. The dreadful havock which follows in the train 
of peſtilence and famine is ſeldom ſo extenſive, of ſo long 
continuance, or ſo big with ruin to a country; and, as it 
carries with it indiſputable marks of it's being the ſingle act 
of Providence, unabetted by the provoking malice of our 
fellow-creatures 3 reaſon and religion tend to enforce 
ſubmiſſion, hope, and fortitude on the unhappy ſufferers, 
who know their Creator's perfect goodneſs, and the pla- 
cability of his nature. But when the ſword is once drawn, 
and the paſſions and intereſts of mankind direct its de- 
vaſtations, it rages uncontroulably, ſcatters miſery and 


ruin far and near; is ſeldom ſatiated but with the de- 


ſtruction of one of the contending parties; and as it 
advances, enliſts under its banner every diabolical and 
deſtructive quality of head or heart which can inflame 
and aggravate the common ſufferings, Even when un- 
happy neceſſity appeals to it for the purpoſe of ſelf-de- 
fence, or to aſſert the ſacred privileges of our nature; 
even on theſe intereſting occaſions, this laſt remedy ſhould 
be < narrowly looked into, and well conſidered” before 


recourſe is had to it; as the event is doubtful, and the 


« beginning of ſtrife is like the letting out of water.“ 
When molt ſucceſsful, while it reduces an adverſary to 
reaſon, how does it embitter that ſatisfaction, by cutting 
the finews of the triumphant country in the ſlaughter of 


its 


L 3 11 
its gallant citizens, and by the ſevere interruption it oc. 
caſions to private and public proſperity. 


But if this complicated affliction is made to prey upon 
the vitals of a country, tearing out its own bowels, with- 
out a proſpect of amends by honourable or advantageous 
victories; if a man's foes are thoſe of his own houſe ; if 
every ſucceſs is real loſs; and even glory only heavierſhame; 
what an accumulation of wretchednefs attends its foot- 
ſteps! And how long is it before the wounds are cloſed, 
and mutual harmony and confidence reſtored ! Under this 
horrid form, every terror with which the inſtruments of 
its violence arm themſelves, acquires a peculiar keen- 
neſs, The animoſities of civil diſcord are deeply tinctured 
with a deadly poiſon. The moſt inhuman and deſperate 
paſhons unite to deſtroy the beneficial powers of a govern- 
ment, confeſſed by all to be their parent and common 
nurſe; and under whoſe foſtering wing they have con- 
fided their neareſt and deareſt concerns. 


How eminent a rank this blefled reign of Peace ori- 
Pry held in the ideas of our all-wiſe and kind Creator 
manifeſt through all his works. Love was the active 
e which provided ſo amply for our happineſs at 
firſt. Harmony and order viſibly maintain theſe bleſſings 
in the natural world. All his religious diſpenſations to 
us his creatures are beautified with the heavenly linea- 
ments of grace and mercy. And that which he has 
conveyed to us by his beloved Son is peculiarly diſtin- 
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guiſhed by this image of himſelf. One of his earlieſt 
declarations in the firſt ſummary our Saviour delivered 
of his doctrines, was this of my text, „ Bleſſed are the 
& peace-makers, for they ſhall be called the children of 
God:“ that is, happy is the diſpoſition, and proſperous will 
be the end, of thoſe who, as genuine offspring of an in- 
dulgent heavenly parent, cultivate the love of peace. 


It muſt be confeſſed, that ſuch is the perverſeneſs of 
our nature, that this prudent admonition. 1s but too fre- 
quently diſregarded. A foreign power jealous of its neigh- 
bour's welfare, perhaps ſmarting under the effects of former 
ſtruggles, is reſtleſs for revenge, and thinks it juſtifiable 
to attack this envied rival. In ſuch a caſe the law of 
ſelf-defence obliges the attacked to have recourſe to arms. 
It would be reproachable tameneſs, a blamable indifference, 
not vigorouſly to oppoſe the violence which attempts to. 
deprive us of any of the bleſſings we derive from heaven. 


The ſame fatal conſequences will follow from civil diſ- 
contents, and the unhappy conduct which leads to them. 
An arbitrary tyrant has often occaſioned great confuſion 
amongſt his ſubjects by cruelty, oppreſſion, licentiouſneſs, 
and extravagance, On the other hand, the corruptions 
and unrulineſs of a people have inſulted the beſt formed 
government, ſubverted its foundation, and ſwept before 
them, like a torrent, that wiſe and neceflary controul 
which keeps a multitude in due ſubordination and obedi- 
ence to the eſtabliſhed laws. 


Under 
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Under evils of this gloomy caſt every good citizen is 
bound to oppoſe, as far as he is able, ſuch deſperate de- 
ſigns; to lay aſide his own purſuits, to ſacrifice his 
private eaſe and advantages to the dangerous encounters 
of the field, becauſe enemies of this deſcription can only 
be reduced to reaſon by a brave and vigorous exertion, 
Not called upon by ſuch powerful motives, and in oppo- 
ſition to ſo gracious a ſyſtem of faith and practice, ſhall 
we preſume to looſen thoſe ties of ſocial love by which 
mankind is connected, and, without ſcruple or remorſe, 


plunge our country into inextricable difficulties? The 


{lighteſt view of the advantages of a ſtate of peace, one 
would think, ſhould be ſufficient, abſtrated from topicks 
of religion, to warn us againſt the ſnares of the abettors 
of confuſion ; and yet, on ſome occaſions, it is neceſſary 
to mention even the moſt obvious truths, 


In this happy ſtate, and under the equal government 
of wiſe and ſalutary laws, every virtue has an opportunity 
to diſplay itſelf. Induſtry, and its hopeful progeny the 
various arts of manufacture and commerce, flouriſh in 
their reſpective courſes; open to themſelves new channels; 
are protected and promoted in every quarter of the globe; 
and diffuſe the comforts and convenicncies of lite with that 
benevolent impartiality, which heightens their value and 
importance, As every-one is ſecure from danger of pub- 
lic interruption of tlyus happineſs, he freely ventures to 
enliven, to decorate, to improve that ſhare of them which 

has 
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has fallen to his lot; perſuaded, that when his poſſeſſion 
of them ceaſes, he may tranſmit them thus improved as 
kindred or friendſhip ſhall incline him. This ſweet tran- 
quillity unbroken is peculiarly favourable to the Mules ; 
who, happy in thoſe retreats to which they withdraw 
from every ſcene which diſſipates the thoughts, and ruffles 
the contemplative faculties of the ſoul, pleaſe themſelves 
with works of fancy, or ſerious inſtruction; and inveſti- 
gate every ingenious art, or uſeful diſcovery, which 1m- 
proves human life, or does honour to human nature. 
'Under their influence, morals and religion, humanity and 
Jocial wiſdom, advance in growth and ſtrength ; and na- 
tional glory and proſperity are effectually provided for. 
The hoſtile invader, the cruel tyrant, the turbulent citi- 
zen, can never therefore be ſeen in any other light than 
as the bane of every ſociety. As ſuch they muſt be con- 
trouled, reſiſted, or repelled. For this purpoſe alone are 
arms a garb becoming of a Chriſtian, or juſtifiable in the 
fight of God. All who have aſſumed them on other 
motives, whoſe reſtleſs and overbearing ſpirits delight in 
ſlaughter, and rejoice in ſpoil and conqueſt ; who, with- 
out a pang, can ſacrifice hecatombs of fellow-creatures 
to their idols of ambition and revenge: inſtead of being 
dignified with the honourable titles of heroes, deſerve 
to be conſidered as the plagues and ſcourges of mankind. 
Every conqueſt they have made, every country expoſed 
to their devaſtations, every diſtreſs they have occaſioned, 
inſtead of throwing ſplendor round their names in ſtory, 
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or exciting our praiſe or admiration, deſervedly expoſe 
them to the abhorrence of mankind, and condemn them 
to perpetual infamy. 


The hiſtory of mankind diſplays, in lively colours, 
theſe ſeveral particulars in her inſtructive pages, to the 
advantage of all who mean to make the proper uſe of 
them. In the temperate moments of reflection, free from 
thoſe impreſſions which, at their reſpective periods, in- 
fluenced the minds of the principal leaders on theſe occa- 
ſions, it is in our power to form a juſt opinion of their 
behaviour; to ſeparate the honourable from the reproach- 
ful circumſtances ; to ſtrip their actions of all falſe ſplen- 
dor; and to adapt our own, when occaſion calls us forth, 
to thoſe wiſer maxims which we derive from their examples. 
Such a retroſpe& has always been encouraged by the au- 
thority of every well-regulated ſtate. The faithful hiſto- 
rians of ſuch intereſting events have met with merited 
rewards and honour ; and their writings have been eſteem- 
ed as admirable leſſons of virtue and true policy. The 
wiſdom of our legiſlature has adopted the ſame idea. 
And highly expedient is it, that we ſhould frequently 
advert to the ſtory of ſuch conteſts between the ſovereign 
and the ſubject; the eccleſiaſtical and civil branches of 
the ſtate ; foreign enemies and our country ; in order to 
draw from the detail thoſe ſalutary hints which may ren- 
der us thankful for the good derived from them, and 
ſollicitouſly careful to avoid the evils which began or 

followed 
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followed them. With this view it is that at ſtated pe- 
riods we are directed piouſly and gratefully to acknow- 
ledge the many figual inſtances of the care of a good 
Providence, to preſerve to us our civil and religious rights 
in purity and truth, And upon the ſame principle are the 
national infringements of divine and. human laws ap- 
pointed to be ſolemuly lamented and repented of. 


Of each of theſe particulars is the intereſting occaſion 
of our preſeut meeting compoſed. It partakes of the for- 
mer, in as much as from the colliſion of contending 
partics (by the influence of that power which 1s ever 
watchful to turn even our faults to profit) great light 
was caſt on the juſt limits of prerogative and freedom. 
From this ſtruggle between the crown and people aroſe 
that fair ſyſtem of temperate and mixed authority, which 
has ſo long contributed to render this country the envy 
and admiration of its neighbours. And, on the darker 
and more diſhonourable part, various are the inſtances of 
guilt incurred on all ſides; many the reaſons for folemn 
humiliation and contrition ; and ſenſibly affecting the mo- 
tives for future caution againſt involving ourſelves preci- 
pitately in fimilar crimes and diſtreſſes. 


In canvaſſing this inſtructive and mortifying ſtory, 
which has now for conſiderably above a century been va- 
riouſly. treated of; why ſhould we heſitate to confeſs in 


general, that by an ill- conducted education, and the then 


prevailing 
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prevailing opinions of divine hereditary right to rule, the 
royal breaſt had harboured ſentiments incompatible with 
the liberal principles on which our conſtitution is founded ; 
and which then began to diſcloſe themſelves, by the 
advancement of ſcience, the extenſion of commerce, and 
the diftuſion of property ? Or that high-minded and 
imprudent counſellors abetted thoſe falſe and dangerous 
notions ; and, by many ill-Efviſed ſteps, quickened and 
exaſperated the national fury and reſentment ? But then, 
on the other hand, it 1s as undeniable, that the glo- 
rious contention 1n the cauſe of legal freedom, which 
ſo honourably diſtinguiſhes the earlier heroes in this 
quarrel, and ranks them with the moſt celebrated pa- 
triots of Greece or Rome, too ſoon degenerated into 
faction, a diſhke to the approved and ancient form of 
government, and the avowal of a narrow plan of po— 
licy, ill ſuited to the genius of this country, and adopted 
from prejudiced and intereſted views. In the unhappy 
progreſs of this conteſt, none appear exempt from blame. 
The Royaliſts thought any miſrepreſentation of cha— 
racers or motives; any methods of promoting or ſup- 
porting their deſigns ; all acts of violence, were ſtrictly 
conſiſtent with their claims at that criſis, and propor- 
tioned to the inſults they had met with. The ad- 
vocates of the parliament, with reaſon on their ſide at 
firſt, and convinced of the juſtice of their appeal to 
arms, were too little open to propoſals of fſatisfaQtion, 
and even conceſſions to their reaſonable wiſhes ; grew 
perhaps too jealous of the ſincerity of the adverſary, 
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and roſe in their demands: and at length impereep- 
tibly became the dupes of others more deſperate and 
artful than themſelves. Such obſervations occur im- 
mediately to every one who conſiders theſe events with 
the attention they deſerve; and on this account, as well 
as becauſe ſo many others have gone before me in it, 
I ſhall not conſider it as,a part of my preſent duty, 
to dwell on ſo obnoxious and ſo delicate a queſtion. 
I will rather dire& your attention to the miſchiefs which 
civil diflentions entail upon a nation, and the general 
doctrine which my text inculcates. 


And here it ſeems not foreign to my ſubje&, to ex- 
poſtulate a little with ſuch as employ the ſacred truſt 
repoſed in them of public teaching on matters ſo fo- 
reign to its firſt and great intention as political diſ- 
cuſſions. It encourages in the community at large a 
wanton diſpoſition to meddle with points above the 
common reach, inconſiſtent with ſober induſtry, and 
contented acquieſcence in their ſtations. It contributes 


towards that idle curioſity which was ſo juſtly con- 


demned in the degenerate ſons of Athens, and which 
has ample food ſupplied to it by that inundation of 
groundleſs ſpeculation and falſe intelligence with which 
the keeneſt appetite cannot but be cloyed. But if in 
almoſt any light this practice 1s ſcarce defenfible, how 
much heavier muſt be the blame incurred, when the 
appointed preacher of chriſtian peace and charity, con- 
verts that pleaſing found into a blaſt of diſcontent and 
diſcord ? 


Seaſons 


TY 


| Seaſons have indeed appeared, when it has been the 
peculiar office of the pulpit, to rouſe itz audience in 
defence of ſcriptural truths; or againſt the moſt noto- 
rious infractions of every valuable intereſt. And there 
have not been wanting many of our order, and, I truſt, 
never will, who, in various methods conſiſtent with their 
pious calling, have ſtrenuouſly endeavoured to reſiſt in- 
vaſions of this kind. But ſurely the conduct of the 
irreverend and unhallowed teachers here alluded to is 
not to be vindicated on this truly patriot plea : of 
thoſe, I mean, who profane this holy office of religi- 
ous inſtruction to purpoſes of faction, and, by miſun- 
derſtood or perverted paſſages of ſcripture, unjuſtifiable 
cenſure of legal and gentle rule, enthuſiaſtic conceits of 
the advantages reſulting from an equality of conditions 
and independency of all controul, maintain and vindi- 
cate the preſent unhappy diflentions between this king- 
dom and its hitherto dependent colonies ; exciting the 
capricious and unruly tempers of an enraged multitude 
to deeds of perſecution and cruelty. Would it not be- 
come them better to ſow the ſeeds of reconciliation 
between diſcordant brethren : and, in the figurative 
language of ſcripture, promote the growth of that cele— 
brated tree, whole rich fruit and fatneſs is deſcribed as 
employed in „ honour both of God and man“: which, 
for its beneficial uſes, has emblematically been employed 


* Judges ix. 9 
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to ſurround the brows of the peace- makers; and ex- 
preſſes ſo ſignificantly the many advantages of peace? 
Many are the topics which might be ſuggeſted to an- 
{wer theſe laudable intentions. And, conſidering the. 
variety of claſhing opinions, all may occaſionally be 
uſeful. Some are the natural reſult of ſerious medita- 
tion on the facts to which. this anniverſary dire&s. 
our thoughts. Others offer themſelves in. variety of 
ſhapes, from the diQtates of humanity and ſound po- 
licy : ſtill more may be added to their number, and no, 
leſs to their importance, from the amiable and bene- 
volent conduct of our Saviour and his immediate fol- 
lowers, and the charitable ſpirit of the Goſpel. 


Whatever may juſtifiably be urged in vindication of; 
political conteſts on ſome. occaſions with a foreign ene- 
my, it is our duty to inculcate ſentiments of. a con- 
trary tendency ; to aſcribe all contention to its proper, 
ſource, the miſchievous paſſions. of mankind ; and to, 
teach the people committed to our charge how to con- 
troul them. From whence come wars and fightings 
« amongſt you ? Come they not hence, even of your 
« Juſts that war in your members * ?” It is our duty 
to endeavour to eradicate, from the breaſts of our fel-. 
low-creatures, as many of thoſe cauſes as our reaſon, 
improved by chriſtian knowledge and charity, muſt re- 

7 ect; and as much as poſſible to reſtrain the impe- 


* Janes iv. 1. 
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1 
moſity of military ardour to neceſſary ſelf-defence ; diſ- 
claiming all ambitious views of conqueſt and dominion; 
reminding the ſociety of which we are members “ to 


follow peace with all men, and holineſs, without which. 
« no man ſhall ſee the Lord *.” 


But doubly-watchful ſhould we be to diſcourage, in 
every order, the occaſions of civil diſcord. In the courſe 
of God's afflictive providence, in a long ſucceſſion of 
frail governors and headſtrong ſubjects, every nation has 
at times drunk but too deeply of this deadly cup; and 
the annals of our own furniſh melancholy memorials 
of the fatal effects of thoſe bloody differences which de- 
form ſo many pages of our hiſtory. At ſuch periods the 
part which every one is called upon to act, ſeems ono 
of thoſe teſts of virtue appointed for this time of trial. 
But it is certain that we never can be guilty of ſuch a 
breach of our duty, if we carefully ſhun thoſe paths which 
„ go down to the chambers of death + 3” and endea- 
vour to convince ourſelves and others, that a madneſs 
ſo contagious, a malady ſo active in the very vitals of 
our country, muſt be inflicted by the hand of God (as 
was that of David in the caſe referred to) for the pu- 
niſhment of ſome groſs infringement of the great duties 
of religion and morality, When, therefore, we are ſo 
unhappy. as actually to labour under it, the public at- 
tention ſhould probe the latent evil, as the moſt pru- 


* Heb, xii. 14. + 2 Sam. i. 13, 14. 
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dent ſtep towards recovering the bleſſings of tranquillity 
within our borders: and, in whatever part the offence 
is, whether it ariſes from falſe ambition, endleſs diſſi- 
pation, luxurious profligacy, fickle reſtleſs diſpoſitions, 
or a ſettled indifference to our country's or our neigh- 
bour's welfare, to exert our utmoſt efforts to deliver 
ourſelves from fo oppreſſive and ſinful a bondage, and 
atone for it by ſpeedy and ſincere reformation. 


Much inſtruction may be collected from a proper ap- 
plication of the detail tranſmitted to us of thoſe con- 
fuſious which coſt our anceſtors ſo much blood and 
treaſure, and ſhook this noble political fabric to its ba- 
ſis. I fear, however, it is not uncommon to ſee theſe 
mortifying paſſages of our hiſtory conſulted with the 
perverſe intention of extracting from them hints for the 
advancement of ſuch diſturbances ; and from the ac- 
counts delivered of former tranſactions, to gather ma- 
terials for the mad incendiary “ in ſport” to ſcatter, 
far and wide, the flames of preſent diſcord, But the 
wiſer and juſter application of ſuch uſeful leſſons, is that 
of ſhewing to thoſe of our own times, by reference to 
the paſt, the duty and advantage of obedience to thoſe 
governors who are not “ a terror to the well-doers, 
« but the evil*;” and to teach all who are inveſted with 
authority, to exerciſe it within the bounds preſcribed 
by religion and the laws of our country. 


* Rom, Xili. 3. 
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Will not then ſuch intereſting- events end terrible 
examples contribute to cool the hcared imavinations of 
the vehement leaders in our preſent ruinous dilturbances ? 
It is not my intention here to follow the preced« nts - 
but juſt condemned, and abuſe your patience with en- 
tering into the merits of the queſtion, much leſs to 
caſt reflexions on any individuals. To their own maſter, 
and the collective body of the community, they muſt 
ſtand or fall. Even truths, which tend to irritate the 
minds of either party, ſhould be laid down with the 
greateſt caution, in a fituation where moderation and 
mutual forbearance ought principally to be inculcated ; 
and on a ſubject which furniſhes ample matter for 
promoting chriſtian charity, inſtead of recrimination and 
bitterneſs. Conſiſtently with ſo juſtifiable an idea, it 
may be ſeaſonable on this inſtructive and ſolemn an- 
niverſary, and under the dangerous circumſtances which 
now ſurround this country, to paſs in review before your 
minds the national wealth and ſtrength converted into 
inſtruments of ſelf. deſtruction; families divided among 
themſelves; military waſte and rage depopulating towns 
and villages ; our fruitful lands and wealthy ſeats of 
comfortable induſtry ſtripped of their laborious uſeful 
hands, and well-earned gains; and the dreadful ſcene 
cloſed} by that unparalleled murder, which aſtoniſhed 
all Europe, and drew the tear of pity from the eyes 
of thoſe genuine patriots, who firſt ſtood forth in op- 
poſition to the abuſe of the prerogative, Should we 
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not then maturely weigh the motives for hazarding a 
return of ch car ities, before we determine to ex- 
poſe our properties, our lives, our conſciences, on ſo 
perilous an adventure? Ought we not to have the fulleſt 
conviction that the hand of government 1s become op- 
preſſive, our grievances moſt urgent, the plan of deſ- 
potiſm ſelf-evident, the ſtrides of popery alarming, the 
acts of tyranny too ſimilar to what was then complained 
of, before we become abettors and encouragers of diſ- 
contents attended with ſuch general diſtreſs ? It would 
be juſtly conſidered as an act of deſperation, in the com- 
mon intercourſe of life, for a merchant to venture his 
capital not only at an unfavourable moment, but per- 
haps to certain loſs. And, ſhall the happieſt people 
on the earth, bleſt with a religion reaſonable, chari- 
table, and rich in the expectation of futurity ; with a 
government equal, mild, and eſtabliſhed on large and 
moble principles of freedom ; with a profuſion of the 
natural and artificial accommodations of life; protected 
by laws the reſult of conſummate wiſdom and long 
experience ; adminiſtered with prudence, impartiality, 
and tenderneſs .? Shall a nation ſo enviably circumſtanced 
run headlong to the deſtruction of theſe bleflings, as 
points of ſmall value and importance? And, if not on ſelfiſh 
motives, or ill-conſidered and deluſive arguments, yet, 
poſſibly, on inferior if real cauſes of complaint, appeal 
at once to the cruel and uncertain chance of war; 


that expedient which nothing but the laſt neceſſity can 
vindicate? 
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Loet us rather, like good Chriſtians, rational beings, 
and ſincere lovers of our country, “ follow after the 
e things that make for our peace before they be hid 
& from our eyes *.“ Let us ſeek them iu a way where 
in they may be found, „ by working the work of 
„ righteouſneſs, the effect of which is quictneſs and 
&« aſſurance for ever.” And if there ſhould be bur- 
dens impoſed on any of us, too grievous to be born, 
the reſult of accidental ſituation, or a gradual change of 
circumſtances, let us, by every decent and regular mode 
of application, ſollicit our relief with patience and be— 


coming deference to the appointed guardians and legifla— 
tors of this extenſive empire. 


Thus in the true goſpel character of * peace-ma- 
kers” ſhall we be juſtly entitled to the glorious diſtinc- 
tion and inheritance promiſed to the children of God. 
By ſuch methods ſhall we diſappoint the evil deſigns 
of thoſe who .cndeavour to miſlead us from our duty. 
By theſe we ſhall perpetuate and improve the civil 
advantages we confeſſedly enjoy; avoid the repetition 
of the ſame misfortunes which afflicted our tore-fathers ; 
ſtand enrolled in the regiſters of fame, not only as the 
greateſt but the wiſeſt people: and, what is of more 
importance, be written in the books of heaven amongſt 
the inheritors of a glorious and bleſſed immortality. 


* Rom. xiv. 19. 


:.. 8. 


—_ 
— 


— K 1 — 
1 h — —— f — +4 ye . pes? 
———— 122 — 


* — 


